
In many regards, the undergraduate college 
experience resembles a utopian existence. 
Students read classic and modern 

literature. They discuss the fundamental 
concepts of liberty, equality and justice, 
and countless other ideas. Every type of 
music imaginable is performed on campus. 
Renowned authors, business leaders and 
politicians speak on campus.

Whether a student’s 
interests lean toward 
billiards or bicycle racing, 
they will finds dozens 
of students with similar 
tastes to share their 
passions. If some students 
want to broaden their 
social network, they can 
socialize with students 
from Shanghai, Riyadh and 
Moscow.

What fate awaits 
someone who spends a 
few years in this idyllic 
experience? The answer is better health, 
greater wealth and deeper contentment. 
Across the country, college graduates have 
greater life expectancies. Utahns with a 
bachelor’s degree earn more than twice the 
average income of high school graduates. 
Surveys that ask people to list their greatest 
regrets in life often find that the most common 
regret is the failure to pursue more education.

The benefits of a college education are 
enormous, so you might believe that most 
people would choose to attend college. This 
is not the case. The proportion of Utah’s 
population who hold a bachelor’s degree 
is declining.  Of 1.5 million working-age 
Utahns, 66 percent have not completed either 
an associate’s or bachelor’s degree. This 
represents more than a million Utah adults 
without any college degree.

What prevents high school graduates from 
attending college? There are many answers to 
this question, but two factors are consistently 
cited as obstacles to entering college and 
completing a degree. The first obstacle is 
finances; many simply lack the funds to 
attend college. The second obstacle is lack 
of preparation. High school graduates often 
don’t acquire the necessary skills to succeed 
in college. In particular, many high school 
graduates struggle with basic mathematics.

This month, Weber State University 
unveiled two innovative programs to address 
these two  common obstacles to college 
completion.

Last week at the Utah State Capitol, WSU 
announced a new program aimed at helping 

Utahns cover the cost of college. The Dream 
Weber program is a bold initiative that will 
provide free tuition to any bona fide Utah 
resident whose annual household income is 
equal to or less than $25,000 and who is Pell 
Grant eligible. The program is made possible 
through private donations coupled with other 
sources of student financial aid.

Only 20 minutes 
after the program was 
announced, WSU was 
already receiving inquiries 
from applicants. It is 
anticipated that as many 
as 2,000 students may 
participate in the Dream 
Weber program. This 
means that WSU’s Dream 
Weber program will 
improve the economic 
circumstances of 
many individuals in the 
community.

A second initiative, also 
started this month, is aimed at those students 
who need extra assistance with math. WSU 
has adopted a totally new way to teach math 
using a Web-based computer program which 
allows students to more effectively learn 
math at their own pace. In this new program, 
students meet each week for one hour in a 
classroom and spend the remaining time in a 
computer lab. In both the classroom and the 
lab, students work on math using the Web-
based program, and faculty and tutors provide 
individualized assistance. Students also are 
able to work on the program from their home 
computers or anywhere they can access the 
internet. This individualized curriculum also 
enables students to either move ahead and 
finish a course early, or complete two or more 
courses in a single semester. All quizzes and 
exams may be repeated until the student 
masters the material. This curricular structure 
removes most, if not all, of the math anxiety 
for students.

Even though the program only began on 
January 4, it is already a big hit with students. 
WSU student Taylor Sniffen says, “if more 
classes were like this, students would be more 
successful.” Another student, Ren PleBarrus, 
simply described the program as “genius.”

U.S. research universities take deserved 
pride in leading the nation in research 
and innovations which lead to economic 
development. All universities should place 
a similar emphasis on student success. With 
these two programs, WSU has moved to the 
forefront with innovative programs that help 
students attend college and earn a degree. 
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On StandardNET:

DOYLE McMANUS: The 
Los Angeles Times colum-
nist says that when President 
Obama announced a new 
strategy for Afghanistan last 
month, his decision was sup-
posed to end the contentious 
debate within his administra-
tion on how to conduct the 
war. It didn’t.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

We urge Republicans in 
the Utah State Senate on 
Wednesday to support Sen-
ate Majority Whip Scott 

Jenkins, R-Plain City, as the new Senate 
majority leader, replacing former Sen. 
Sheldon Killpack, who resigned Sat-
urday after being arrested for driving 
under the influence.

The Top of Utahn Jenkins will be 
competing for the post against former 
Senate Majority Leader Curt Bramble, 
R-Provo.

There are three solid reasons for 
elevating Jenkins to Senate majority 
leader:

 • First, it would be a deserved pro-
motion for a legislator who has done an 
admirable job as majority whip.

• Second, it would preserve a top 
legislative leadership slot for the Top of 
Utah. With an effective, qualified choice 
such as Jenkins, there’s no reason to 
move that slot to a southern legislator.

• Finally, Bramble was replaced as 
majority leader because he represented 
a distasteful style of legislative leader-
ship that we hope can be phased out of 
Utah politics. Whether it’s unapologeti-
cally soaking up lobbyist perks or intim-
idating pizza delivery workers, we need 
leaders who are cognizant that they are 

public servants.
Jenkins is the right choice, period.
It was a quick end to one-time rising 

star Sheldon Killpack. The Syracuse 
politician was arrested on suspicion 
of driving under the influence early 
Friday morning. By Saturday night, the 
lawmaker had resigned from the state 
senate.

Killpack had no choice but to resign. 
As a member of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints and a conser-
vative Republican politician, being ar-
rested on suspicion of drunken driving 
made him a pariah. He is a member of a 
church that forbids alcohol. His district 
is predominantly Mormon. 

To be frank, Killpack’s political suc-
cess is tied to his image — one that he 
has cultivated — as a political leader 
who touts and lives a life that follows 
traditional moral standards. He was 
smart enough to see that a DUI arrest 
was a political death blow.

As his court case is resolved, we hope 
that any legal, personal or family chal-
lenges Killpack is dealing with have a 
positive resolution. 

Political falls such as Killpack’s re-
mind us that just about all politicians, no 
matter how high they may go, are very 
expendable. 

Jenkins for Senate majority leader

WSU’s innovative programs 
help students succeed in college
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There is considerable 
concern about the economic 
costs of clean air. But 
consider for a moment the 
human costs of dirty air.  
How many people die in the 
state on Utah from dirty 
air? 

Or, perhaps worse yet, 
how many people don’t 
die, but just suffer with 
painful breathing or heart 
problems?  The human 
costs are unacceptable. We 
need to do more than we 
have done.

It is suggested that 
cleaning up the air would 
cost Utah companies many 
dollars and would hurt our 
economy. But those dollars 
would go to employ people, 
to buy equipment – what a 
benefit to our economy!  

There is the tired old 
excuse that we might 
possibly have to learn to 
produce our electricity with 
something besides dirty 
coal. Its pollution includes 
mercury and other toxins 
that harm our fishing, 
hunting and especially our 
children. 

I have heard the scare 
tactic about only allowing 
us to drive on alternate 
days. I do not believe for 
one second that our State 
Legislature would pass such 
a law, they are not known 

for committing political 
suicide. Yet we can limit 
our driving if we choose to. 
And, perhaps we could even 
restrict the many trucks, 
of all sizes, that spew their 
black, toxic exhaust.

We need to quit 
worrying so much about the 
corporations; they are big 
boys and will take care of 
themselves. They will spend 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars lobbying against 
this instead of using that 
same money to fix the 
problem.  

We need to pay attention 
to the people who cannot 
defend themselves against 
pollution and give them a 
hand.

Don H. Lee
North Ogden

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“Thanks to UTA 
cancelling the Express 
bus routes from Weber/
Davis County to SLC the air 
quality will only get worse. 
This will cause hundreds of 
commuters who have been 
taking mass transit (express 
buses) to work downtown 
SLC back on the roads 
to drive to work because 
FrontRunner does not work 
for everyone, especially 
those who work downtown. 
...” — sunnys

It would seem like the 
same lapses in security 
that almost brought down 
an American airliner on 
Christmas day has played 
out here in Utah, resulting 
in the death of a Millard 
county police officer. 

The questions are many 
and the answers too few! It 
tends to leave all of us law 
abiding citizens in a state of 
shock. 

How could this happen, 
just as in 9-11, just as in 
Detroit, just as in Utah; 
why can’t we seem to 
prevent these things from 
happening to us?

It may be that we want 
to give everyone that is 
here legally or illegally the 
same jurisprudence that the 
rest of us have under our 
Constitution!

These scenario’s are 
played out every day, in 
every city, every state all 
across America! 

Maybe its that we 
extend the same civil 
rights that we Americans 
enjoy, to some that would 
take advantage of them to 
commit the most heinous of 
crimes!

Maybe it’s the security 
lapses, maybe it’s a 
system that gives people 
the right not to cooperate 
with the law enforcement 
community, or how about 
the judicial system that 
gives more rights to the 
defendants than to the 
rights of the victims!

Whatever it maybe, 
the system is broken, just 
another day in America! 

We are the only ones 
who can be accountable 
for this mayhem, and I 
believe, to this extent we 
will continue to accept the 
slaughter of the innocent 
everyday, everywhere, in 
our America!

Marvin Eldredge
Clearfield

Giving all the same civil 
rights results in tragedy

Human cost of pollution greater than economic

It’s hard to believe Kiplyn 
Davis, a missing person who 
has received more media 
attention than anyone not 
named Elizabeth Smart, has 
been forgotten. 

It’s my belief she has been 
forgotten in the past few 
years. The Davis family and 
local authorities have done 
an excellent job at keeping 
her memory alive.  

However, in response 
to the arrests in the case, a 
majority of the population 
has let her case slip into 
the endless abyss of their 
memory.   

Sure, people have been 
arrested in conjunction 
with the case, but we must  
never forget that she hasn’t 
been brought home to her 
wonderful family.   

This won’t be over until 
that happens, no matter 
how many people receive 
convictions.

The media latches 
onto the case of a missing 
person because it’s either 

a great human interest 
story (Elizabeth Smart) or 
is sensational enough to get 
ratings (Jaycee Lee Dugard).  
A lot of stories slip through 
the cracks because they 
wouldn’t translate well on the 
small screen. 

The stories that do 
receive media attention end 
up getting a lot of it. As a 
result, the viewing audience 
gets bombarded with every 
minute detail of this person’s 
case. 

Sometimes this exposure 
results in the case being 
solved, but other times 
it makes the public 
tired of hearing about it. 
Missing persons can get 
overexposed like celebrities 
or Hollywood’s latest 
blockbuster.

The memory of Kiplyn 
Davis should glow brightly 
like the front porch light at 
Richard and Tamara Davis’ 
house, never to be turned off.

Allen Glines
Ogden

Media focuses on sensational missing persons




