
Thursday was graduation night for 
Ogden High School students. Davis 
High and Northridge High students 

graduated on Friday. Spring is the season of 
graduation. Over the past few weeks, millions 
of high school and college graduates attended 
commencement ceremonies.

These students 
have all heard a 
commencement speech. 
Some of the speeches 
were good. Some were 
mediocre. Some of the 
speeches were delivered 
by celebrities, prominent 
business leaders and 
respected political 
leaders. Some speeches 
were delivered by those 
little known outside their 
home towns.

High schools and 
colleges select their 
commencement 
speakers carefully because the choice of a 
commencement speaker reveals something 
about the priorities 
of the school. This 
year, the list of 
those delivering 
commencement 
speeches included: 
President George 
Bush, U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
former President Bill 
Clinton, author Maya 
Angelou, talk-show 
host Oprah Winfrey and comedian Bill Cosby.

Ironically, some truly great 
commencement speeches could be given by 
those who fail in their effort to earn a degree. 
Graduates could also discover a great deal 
from the lessons of regret and failure. The 
author Wallace Stegner, who spent many 
years in Utah, observed, “The lessons of life 
amount not to wisdom, but to scar tissue and 
callus.”

Take a moment to consider the 
commencement speech that could have been 
given by one of the Duke MBA students 
expelled for cheating just a few weeks ago. 
The message would have been lamentable but 
powerful. I believe it could have been a truly 
great speech.

In case you don’t know the details, 34 
first-year MBA students were recently found 
guilty of academic dishonesty in the largest 
known cheating incident in Duke’s history. 
Nine of the MBA students were expelled and 
15 other students were suspended for one 
year.

As a commencement speaker, the student 
could talk of the dream of earning an MBA 
from one of the most prestigious universities 
in the world. The student could also talk about 
the sacrifices made to attain that degree. 
Because the MBA is a graduate degree, most 
of the students in the program are married 

and many have started 
families. It is likely that 
the student had to relocate 
a spouse and children to 
support the dream of a 
Duke MBA. With annual 
tuition and fees exceeding 
$49,000, Duke is one 
of the most expensive 
universities in the nation, 
so it is likely that the 
student took out loans to 
finance the dream. The 
student may have been 
granted a leave of absence 
from a good job to pursue 
the MBA.

The student could explain in painful detail 
how all this work, effort and sacrifice was 

lost due to poor judgment. 
I believe the student would 
have a compelling message 
for the graduates of 2007.

Unfortunately, there are 
many different students 
at different universities 
who could give this speech. 
Just last month, 15 cadets 
at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy were expelled 
for cheating by sharing 

examination questions on a social-networking 
Web site. The Indiana University School of 
Dentistry recently expelled nine students who 
hacked into the school’s password-protected 
computer system to gain access to test 
questions before an examination.

These incidents only draw national 
attention because of the large number of 
students involved. On hundreds of college 
campuses, students were disciplined for 
cheating during the past academic year. 
Habits of dishonesty that are established 
in college are likely to develop into lifelong 
habits.

There is a cliché that you can always tell 
a Harvard graduate, but you can’t tell them 
very much. It is easy to urge students to 
be honest. It is more difficult to have this 
message put into practice. Yet, somehow I 
suspect that hearing from one of the students 
expelled from Duke would provide the class 
of 2007 with a memorable final lesson on 
integrity as they prepare to pursue their 
futures.

The best commencement speech 
you will never hear
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It is easy to urge students to 

be honest. It is more difficult 

to have this message put into 

practice. 

BY SUZANNE GAMBOA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A pro-immigration group is promoting 
the idea of using savings accounts as incentives for foreign-
born temporary workers to return home if they wish to cash 
in on their nest eggs.

The group, Mexicans and Americans Thinking Together, 
is launching a $2 million ad campaign to press Congress to 
pass an immigration reform bill, with the savings accounts 
as one idea to help build more support for the legislation.

The nonpartisan group, based in San Antonio, says the ac-
counts could operate like retirement accounts, with payroll 
deductions for workers and contributions from employers. 
In order to gain access to the money, the worker would have 
to leave the U.S.

Congress returns this week from its weeklong Memorial 
Day recess with the Senate renewing debate on an immigra-
tion bill.

The Senate bill calls for providing two-year visas to 
200,000 temporary workers. They could renew the visas 
twice more for up to six years of work, but they would have 
to leave the country for a year each time before renewing 
the visa.

Lionel Sosa, executive director of the foundation, said 
there are no incentives for workers to leave the country.

“They want the new workers to work here two years and 
go back one year. But what are they going to do when they 
go back to Mexico for one year?” said Sosa, a San Antonio 
advertising executive whose ad campaigns for Republicans, 
including President Bush, target Latino audiences.

Sosa said his group will support an immigration bill even 
if the savings account idea is not part of it.

His group also suggests that five-year temporary visas 
may make it easier for temporary workers to return home 
and that providing money for “micro-loans” for entrepre-
neurs in Mexico would help build jobs there.

Critics of the savings account, however, say a number of 
safeguards would have to be in place to prevent the prob-
lems experienced by farmworkers brought to the U.S. dur-
ing World War II in the Bracero program. Portions of their 
checks were withheld for savings and retirement funds to 
get them to return home, but many never saw the money.

The group’s ads will launch tonight during the National 
Council of La Raza’s ALMA Awards show (shown locally at 8 
p.m. on KTVX Channel 4). 

More TV ads and full-page ads in major newspapers will 
appear later this month.

Pro-immigration group to launch $2 million ad campaign

BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans 
and Democrats working to push 
through a broad immigration mea-
sure are weighing a bargain that 
would trade a tougher legalization 
road for millions of unlawful immi-
grants for a better deal for family 
members of U.S. citizens and per-
manent residents.

The swap under discussion 
among senators and the White 
House could essentially neutralize 
proposals from opposite sides of the 
political spectrum that are seen as 
potentially fatal changes to the bi-
partisan deal. Congressional aides 
in both parties described the idea on 
condition of anonymity because the 
talks were continuing.

It was just one element of an in-
tense round of horse-trading going 
on behind the scenes as lawmakers 
worked to complete the controver-
sial measure.

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-
Texas, wants to require all heads of 
households of illegal immigrant fam-
ilies to return home before gaining 
lawful status — not just those seek-
ing green cards, as the bill dictates.

Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., 
wants to allow hundreds of thou-

sands of people who had applied for 
permanent legal status by the begin-
ning of the year to get green cards 
based purely on their family con-
nections — a preference that the bill 
ends for most relatives who got in 
line after May 2005.

Congressional and White House 
officials have been working to strike 
a compromise that would allow 
votes on both as early as today, with 
the goal of bringing key Republicans 
and Democrats on board to support 
the final bill.

The so-called “Gang of 12” criti-
cal players who crafted the deal was 
to meet today to discuss the poten-
tial trade and to plot how to handle 
other major revisions that could oth-
erwise sink their agreement. 

The bill is facing its steepest 
challenges yet this week, including 
a Republican effort to strictly limit 
the illegal immigrants to whom it 
would award lawful status.

Top aides in both parties expect a 
close vote on a proposal by Sen. John 
Cornyn of Texas to bar illegal immi-
grants who have defied deportation 
orders from gaining legal status.

They’re also concerned about 
Democratic efforts to give family 
connections higher priority in the 
measure, which for the first time 
evaluates future arrivals more on 

education, skills and job experience 
than on blood ties.

In addition to Menendez’s pro-
posal, several Democratic presiden-
tial hopefuls have proposed family-
related changes.

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
D-N.Y., is proposing allowing more 
spouses and minor children of legal 
permanent residents to immigrate 
to the U.S. by exempting them from 
visa caps.

The Senate also is considering 
a bid by Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-
Conn., to more than double, to 90,000 
a year, the number of green cards 
available for parents of U.S. citi-
zens.

Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., plans 
an attempt to phase out the point 
system that gives little credit for 
family ties to a U.S. citizen or per-
manent legal resident.

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, of 
Massachusetts, the lead Democratic 
negotiator on the measure, is sym-
pathetic to the family changes but 
concerned that adopting them could 
cost the bill vital support, aides say.

Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., another ar-
chitect of the bill, has made ending 
so-called “chain migration” — immi-
gration based largely on family ties 
— a top priority. He described the 
proposals by Menendez and Clinton 

as “killer amendments” whose pas-
sage would prompt him to “do ev-
erything I could to get (the bill) de-
feated.”

Still, Cornyn has said he is in-
clined to back Menendez’s proposal 
because it would give people who 
have applied for green cards an ad-
vantage over those who came to the 
U.S. illegally.

If accepting it would pave the 
way for toughening the legalization 
process, then even more Republi-
cans might be able to be brought 
along.

The measure requires that ille-
gal immigrants seeking green cards 
wait until an approximately eight-
year backlog is cleared before ap-
plying, and that heads of household 
go home to do so. 

Negotiators have discussed mov-
ing up the requirement so that the 
heads of household would have to 
return home sooner, within two or 
four years.

The so-called “touchback” re-
quirement, once considered anath-
ema by Democrats, is a key element 
of the compromise and — along with 
steep fines for illegal immigrants — 
a major reason President Bush and 
Republican supporters argue the 
measure’s grant of legal status isn’t 
amnesty.

Sides may trade for smoother immigration plan

BY MARIE MCCULLOUGH

The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — Prostate cancer 
activists are outraged that the Food and 
Drug Administration last month demand-
ed more proof that Provenge works, even 
though the agency’s own advisory panel 
voted for immediate approval.

The activists are petitioning Congress 
— and pressuring the FDA — to approve 
marketing of the promising prostate can-
cer “vaccine” while its manufacturer, 
Dendreon Corp., completes a study.

After about 100 activists from 19 or-
ganizations rallied Monday in Wash-
ington, D.C., six of them met with FDA 
Commissioner Andrew von Eschenbach 
— himself a casualty of the disease.

The FDA’s delay could add years to 
Provenge’s long development odyssey.

“You’re talking a minimum of two 
more years. Since prostate cancer kills 
27,000 men a year, you’re talking 54,000 
deaths,” said rally leader Thomas Far-
rington, founder of the Prostate Health 
Education Network.

The FDA’s conservatism also sent a 
shudder through the biotech start-ups 
that have more than a dozen cancer vac-
cines in the final phase of human testing.

Prostate cancer 
vaccine delay 
sparks protest

OF.-K LITT L E- RRO,STATE CANCER SCRE E NI NG.
BEGaUSE WITH A 1IN 6 CHANCE OF BEING DIAGNOSED,THEY «NOW
IT'S. IMPORTA tOTTO.GETC.lECKE D:IFYOU 'RE.400RÖLDER ,TA 4KTOYOU R DOCTOR . ..

. ABOUT PROSTATE CANCER ,SCREENIN G'AN O GALL THE .UTAH DEPARTMENT OF HEALTR ucan
do mimetMn g

RESOURCE -LINE .FOR.A FREE BROCHURE AT 1,888=222-2542. BE INFORMER . BE A'MAN.

OP-

-- ti 
f.

Back Pain?
Utah - According to a recently released back pain
relief repor t, most back pain sufferers have no ides
how to eliminate their pain. Sonve us heat, others
ice. From sleeping on the floor , to pillows
underneath the legs , back pain relief techniques
vary. But thanks to a free report, local back pain
sufferers finally know exactly what to do.

To get a copy of the free
"Back Pain Relief Report",
call toll-free, 1-800-754-
2013. (Tall-free , 24 hour
recorded message) Or go to
www.utahds icpainreport.com
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