
I recently attended a graduation 
ceremony for a friend who was 
receiving her master’s degree 

in library science. As is typical for 
commencement ceremonies, there was 
a long list of speakers. Given that all the 
graduates were receiving degrees in 
library science, the speakers focused their 
remarks on the role of libraries in the 21st 
Century.

As I listened to 
the speeches, it was 
apparent that the 
librarians were aware, 
and perhaps a little 
worried, about the impact 
that rapidly changing 
information technology 
would have upon their 
profession. The speakers’ 
commitment to keeping 
libraries relevant was 
also clear.

If you take a moment 
to look, you will see how 
our local libraries are 
evolving to meet the 
needs of 21st century patrons. Here are a 
few examples.

The Weber County Library provides 
digital access to over 
30,000 eBooks and 
eAudiobooks which can 
be downloaded to a home 
computer, Kindle, iPad, 
or mobile phone without 
setting foot in the library. 
The cost of accessing 
these books is simply 
the price of a library 
card. Cards are free 
to residents of Weber, 
Davis, Morgan, and 
Summit Counties who 
present two valid forms 
of identification at any 
Weber County library.

For me, the real 
digital treasures are 
found in the databases and collections that 
provide access to material unavailable 
through public web sites. Despite the 
growth of the internet, many newspapers 
and magazines do not provide online 
publications in a free and unabridged 
format. If you want to read the Wall Street 
Journal online, it will cost you $100 for 
an annual subscription. However, anyone 
with a Weber State University library card 
can read the Wall Street Journal online 
for free. You can also search decades of 
the newspaper’s archives. WSU library’s 
web site also provides digital access to 
thousands of other newspapers, magazines 

and journals ranging from The Antioch 
Review to Victorian Studies.

If you think the Weber State library is 
only open to WSU students, you are wrong. 
Anyone in the community may use the 
library, and for a charge of $15, anyone 
there can attain a WSU library card that 
allows you to access the entire digital 
collection online.

History buffs will enjoy perusing 
WSU’s collection of 
digital photographs. 
Here they can 
find photographs 
of Ogden’s 1919 
Armistice Parade, a 
photo of nurses using 
bed pans as sleds to 
slide down a snow 
covered hill by the 
old Dee Memorial 
Hospital, and photos 
of well known Ogden 
residents taken when 
they were much 
younger.

Yet, if you limit 
your use of the library to your home 
computer, you will be missing a great deal. 
Some of the most enjoyable aspects of a 

library are only found 
by setting foot inside 
the library. Northern 
Utah libraries provide 
plenty of reasons to 
actually go the library.

The main Weber 
County Library offers 
English as a Second 
Language classes 
for patrons whose 
native language is 
not English. Pleasant 
Valley Branch library 
hosts a film series 
that features great 
movies which, for 
the most part, never 
found their way to the 

local multiplex. Most importantly, every 
library has quiet spaces for reading and 
contemplation.

Given present economic conditions, you 
may be watching your budget. If you are 
concerned about the economy but are not 
inclined to occupy Wall Street, you may 
want to consider occupying your local 
library. Libraries are an economical source 
of information and recreation. As Malcolm 
Forbes once observed, “The richest person 
in the world, in fact, all the riches in the 
world couldn’t provide you with anything 
like the endless, incredible loot available at 
your local library.”
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DOYLE McMANUS: The 
Los Angeles Times colum-
nist looks at the increasing 
evidence that Iran is getting 
closer to having a nuclear 
bomb and discusses what op-
tions there are to stop it.
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Bullying, particularly at 
school, where children have 
the right to feel safe, should 
never be tolerated. Offend-

ers should be stopped immediately 
and punished. Punishment is impor-
tant so that others will understand 
that there are harsh consequences for 
this bad, illegal behavior.

As the Top of Utah has learned 
recently, bullying behavior spans 
different ages. A seven-year-old girl 
in Clearfield has been consistently 
bullied by a six-year-old peer. If the 
bully was older, the injuries the girl 
received might warrant felony con-
sideration. Her injuries were, frankly, 
horrifying to view. Nevertheless, at 
such a young age the highest priority, 
beyond protecting the victim, is mak-
ing sure the bully receives the coun-
seling he needs to stop the behavior at 
an early age.

There are horrible consequences to 
bullying and its intimidation, whether 
it’s physical or it’s done in other man-
ners, such as online bullying. These 
types of bullying have lead to suicides 
by the victims. Bullying is too wide-
spread to not be taken with the utmost 
important. According to http://www.

bullyingstatistics.com, 56 percent 
of students across the nation have 
witnessed bullying and 25 percent of 
students have been bullied.

We urge schools to make bullying 
prevention among the highest prior-
ity. We believe there is room for im-
provement in how many schools deal 
with bullying. In the Clearfield bul-
lying case, school officials allegedly 
waited four hours before contacting 
the bullied girl’s parents. The victim 
suffered a concussion and a hairline 
fracture to her eye socket after last 
week’s beating. It was the third time 
she had been beaten by the bully.

One positive in the battle against 
bullying is the decision by Mountain 
View Elementary to set up a school 
hotline to report bullying. Mountain 
View is the pilot school for the hotline 
program. When bullying is logged via 
the hotline, the principal receives a 
text message, as does the assistant 
principal and the school counselor. 

We urge all schools to have similar 
programs. Secrecy is an advantage 
bullies exploit. It is very important 
that bullying be exposed and those in 
authority to stop and punish bullies 
have all the information they can get. 

No tolerance for bullying

Libraries evolve to meet changing 
needs of a new century

If you are concerned 

about the economy 

but are not inclined to 

occupy Wall Street, you 

may want to consider 

occupying your local 

library.

A few years ago, my 
employer called me and told 
me he could no longer afford 
health insurance premiums 
for me. I was 65 at the time 
and was able to transfer to 
Medicare.

So, I changed over. Part 
D of Medicare covers 
prescriptions. I was also 
paying another insurance 
company $82 a month and 
it was going to increase to 
$92 when I got some mail 
from AARP advising a plan 
it endorses. In that plan, my 
monthly Part D premium 
would be zero!

I attended an orientation 
meeting and everyone there 
had one question to ask: 
“How can you provide this 
with zero premium?”

The answer was simple 
and ugly. We were told that 
the government already paid 
our premium. That payment 
was our Medicare taxes 
coming back to us after we 
had been paying them for 
all our working lives. What 
we were paying our insurers 
was actually not a premium, 
but an administration fee.

If you translate 
“administrative fee” into 
English, it means pure profit. 
The fellow explained that 
by working to keep their 

operations efficient, the 
company was able to take 
care of our needs and still 
have an adequate profit 
margin.

I signed up with AARP’s 
Medicare Complete, a 
service of another insurance 
company. It has been 
absolutely wonderful. And 
now, several years later, 
I’m still very happy with it. 
And I’m not an agent for the 
company nor AARP.  I’m just 
a very satisfied retired old 
teacher who is quite a bit 
richer each month because 
I’m no longer being ripped 
off. I just tried to check and 
as near as I can tell, it looks 
like my former insurance 
company has upped its fee to 
over $100 a month, now.

Open enrollment for 
Medicare plans ends on Dec. 
7 of this year. If you are 
paying a premium for your 
Part D, check this out and 
make the change.

But, of course, if you 
believe the Republicans, 
you’ll be happy to continue 
pumping money into the 
corporate treasury of your 
insurer.

Remember this when they 
try to kill Obamacare.

Luke Dalton
Ogden

Medicare Part D plus AARP plan helps seniors

The other day while riding 
along an Ogden city street with 
a friend and noted biologist, 
he remarked, as we bounced 
through a severe depression 
in the road; that he thought 
Ogden streets might have been 
infested with Junction City 
street moles.

A ride along nearly any 
street in Ogden  will result in 
teeth rattling, drink spilling 
jolts as we motor along on our 
daily routes, Should Ogden City 
animal control investigate the 
possibility; or is there another 
explanation?  Could it be that 
Ogden public works has a 
procedure or lack thereof, 
which leaves repairs to street 
and surface to sink after 
time, and which is destined to 
produce resulting depressions?

We all have driven over a 
repair trench filled with road 
base up to the street level and 
left for drivers to jostle over 
for weeks on end, hoping the 
weight of the vehicles will 
miraculously compact nearly 
four feet of fill.    

The weight and time only 
exacerbates the damage by 
driving down the backside 
of the trench, as the fill is 
scattered away from the trench 

by passing cars and trucks. 
The trench is eventually filled 
with asphalt with less than 
satisfactory, and sinking, 
results.  Our roads are 
permanently damaged by a 
less-that-adequate policy and 
repair, resulting in further cost 
to the city.   

The city has to later come 
back and refill the depression 
with asphalt again and again, at 
a cost to the taxpayers.  What 
ever happened to “do it right 
the first time?” 

Recent public works from 
35th Street and Quincy, east 
and south, across 36th and 
37th streets, have resulted in 
depressions across the existing 
road. The depression across 
Quincy had to be dug up and 
machine compacted as it 
should have been in the first 
place. 

The recent holding tank at 
36th and Quincy, has resulted 
in a belly in the roadway 
which causes westbound cars 
to jostle down and back up 
violently. This road surface 
was completely redone in the 
past two years and should be 
returned to the original grade.

Stephen Naylor
Ogden

Ogden could be infested with street moles

I read with interest the 
editorial of Oct. 21, “Save the 
Bountiful deer!” We in North 
Ogden also have the extreme 
pleasure of ever-increasing 
numbers of deer. They live 
in semi-agriculture areas, 
also in gardens and orchards. 
The task of properly feeding 
the deer starts in the early 
spring. Pruning, spraying, 
plowing, cultivating, planting, 
watering, etc. 

It gives one a fuzzy feeling 
to see the deer dining on the 
peaches, apples, grapes and 
garden products after the 
spring work. The deer are 
very selective. They will 
knock down six or so peaches 
or apples, then take a small 
bite out of one or two. That 
is so their thin lips will never 
touch the ground. Heaven 
forbid! Joy, joy, then we 
know that our families and 
extended families will never 
have to suffer eating a nice 
ripe peach or apple when 
they know that satisfaction 
that Bambi has a full tummy! 
But, mom and dad have to 
work two jobs to fill theirs.

In North Ogden, we hit a 
new record. Almost all of our 
does have twins. Oh, happy 
day!  There will be twice as 
many next year.

Then there is the total 
pleasure of knowing that our 
city has a free zoo. And, we 
know that our extra taxes for 
the land is providing for full 
tummies of Bambi and good 
view of a free zoo. We call it 
the Bambi Bounce.

Keep up the good work, 
Standard, and let me know 
who owns the deer and who 
is in control. Then, I can give 
those people their proper 
dues and compliments for 
providing the fun and games.

Robert E. Christofferson
Ogden

North Ogden deer 
invade orchards


