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On StandardNET:

ARTHUR I. CYR: The 
Scripps Howard News Ser-
vice columnist takes at look at 
the European financial crisis 
and how Greek is the most 
important problem for other 
nations.
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

The surge in support for 
businessman Herman Cain, 
which has placed him in a 
virtual tie with Mitt Romney 

for the Republican presidential nomi-
nation, has more to 
do with persistent 
Tea Party-influenced 
skepticism for Rom-
ney than a national 
surge of support for 
Cain.

Despite his con-
servative creden-
tials, Romney still has not sealed the 
deal with the Tea Party, which consti-
tutes a significant portion of conser-
vative activists. There have been ear-
lier serious flirtations that challenged 
Romney. First it was Michele Bach-
mann, then it was Rick Perry. Waiting 
in the wings, still hoping to entice Tea 
Party Republicans as Romney alter-
natives, are Newt Gingrich and Rick 
Santorum.

We believe Cain may remain the 
chief alternative to Romney, however. 
The black former CEO of Godfather’s 
Pizza is an extremely charismatic, 
likeable pol whose frankness on the 

stump is appealing to voters tired of 
pols who recite poll-tested political 
dogma. If Romney is to remain the 
Republican frontrunner and gain the 
nomination, he should expect a strong 

challenge from Cain-
flavored tea.

The signature piece 
of Cain’s political 
campaign — the 9-9-9 
tax plan — is a disas-
ter. The plan — which 
would tax individuals 
and corporations at 

9 percent, enact a 9 percent national 
sales tax and end virtually all income 
tax deductions — would significantly 
increase the taxes on poor and mid-
dle-class Americans while keeping 
taxes on the rich about the same. 
Also, according to a Bloomberg study, 
the 9-9-9 tax would reduce tax rev-
enues to the federal Treasury signifi-
cantly.

Cain also, by his own past admis-
sion, knows very little about foreign 
affairs, including the Middle East 
and the significant, dangerous foreign 
policy challenges in that part of the 
world.

New favorite tea is Cain

In the 1953 movie The Wild One, a 
group of young people occupy a small 
California town. Their purpose is 

ambiguous, but it is apparent that they 
disrespect authority and enjoy disturbing 
the established order. At one point in the 
film, a woman asks the group’s leader, 
played by Marlon Brando, a question: 
“What are you rebelling against?” Brando 
replies, “What have you got.”

Some have found similarities between 
Brando’s attitude and that of the young 
people who have recently occupied Wall 
Street to protest. The comparison is 
understandable because the protesters’ 
concerns include a long list of issues 
that seems to include 
anything “you have 
got.” The list includes: 
corporate greed, political 
corruption, income 
inequality, unemployment, 
environmental 
degradation, foreign wars, 
the use of unmanned aerial 
vehicles, and the fairness 
of the tax system.

Editorialists and 
bloggers have pointed to 
the protesters’ ill-defined 
agenda as an indication 
that the Occupy Wall 
Street movement will 
quickly fall apart. This may not prove true. 

An eclectic agenda serves to attract 
more people to a protest. In the early 
stages of a protest movement it is more 
important to gather momentum than to 
establish consensus. The Occupy Wall 
Street movement is quickly building a head 
of steam. 

The protests have spread to Atlanta, 
Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Denver, 
Indianapolis, Philadelphia and San 
Francisco. Des Moines, not commonly 
know as a hot bed for radicals, had a 
massive rally that resulted in 32 arrests.

Early this month, the Wall Street 
protests reached Salt Lake City with people 
marching on the state capital and camping 
in Pioneer Park. As a testament to the 
diverse crowds being drawn to the protests, 
Republican Congressman Jason Chaffetz 
stopped by the protesters’ camp in Pioneer 
Park to talk with some of the protesters.

There are some similarities with the 
Wall Street protesters and another eclectic 
movement that started more than a century 
ago. The Progressive Movement prospered 
in this country from the late 1800s to the 
1920s. The Progressives’ agenda included: 

a minimum wage, antitrust enforcement, 
women’s suffrage, an eight-hour work 
day, and limits on campaign contributions. 
Although the Progressive Party had 
limited success in Congressional elections 
and never put a candidate in the White 
House, the Progressives were successful 
in advancing a significant portion of their 
agenda.

It will be interesting to see if the Wall 
Street protests evolve into a movement 
that produces any meaningful change. 
At this point, the most pressing problem 
confronting the protesters isn’t their 
expansive agenda. A more probable pitfall 
is the failure of some of the protesters to 

grasp the complexity 
of the issues that 
concern them.

As one example, 
the Wall Street 
Journal reported 
one of the protesters 
was recently asked 
whether he could 
support Warren 
Buffett’s proposal 
to increase income 
tax rates for the 
wealthiest citizens. 
The protester, 
Edward Heath, said 
that he could not 

comment because he had never heard of 
Buffett.

Buffett is the second wealthiest person 
in the United States, and he made his 
fortune by investing in companies traded 
on Wall Street. He is also one of the most 
ardent supporters for increasing the 
progressivity of the income tax.  

The fact that some the protesters don’t 
know Buffett or his position on taxes makes 
for a funny story. Does the story hold any 
significance for the Occupy Wall Street 
movement? I think it does.

At this point, the protesters have painted 
everyone in the business world with the 
same brush. In fact, many successful 
business people share some of the 
protesters’ concerns. Buffet has decried 
excessive executive compensation for 
years. Patrick Byrne, CEO of Utah-based 
Overstock.com, has waged a vigorous 
campaign against improper practice by 
Wall Street firms.

If the protesters were to do a little 
homework, they might find some powerful 
allies in unlikely places. This could prove 
helpful if they wish to bring about some 
meaningful changes.

Warren who?
Creationists, and those 

who believe in intelligent 
design, don’t deny 
observable science. Natural 
selection (the idea that 
over time, populations of 
plants and animals adapt 
to their environment), is 
a scientific fact we can all 
agree on. What creationists 
question, is whether those 
changes would lead to new 
features, such as eyes or 
wings, and whether those 
changes would eventually 
accumulate and lead to new 
species.

Consider the problem 
of a mouse-like creature 
evolving into a bat. 
Evolution would say that 
over a long period of time, 
the hand bones would 
gradually grow longer, 
and eventually become 

wings.  However, longer 
hand bones would not give 
the mouse a competitive 
advantage unless the wings 
were fully developed. In 
fact, the mouse would be 
at a severe disadvantage, 
and less likely to survive, 
because it would be more 
difficult to get around.

For those who 
understand science, this 
is just one of the many 
serious problems with the 
theory of evolution. And 
yet, our children are taught 
that this is a scientific fact. 
Creationists do not object 
to science.  What we do 
object to is when unproved 
theories are presented 
as facts which cannot be 
questioned.

Graham Lovelady
Ogden

Creationists doubt changes lead to new features

I would like to thank 
Roy city for the wonderful 
walking and biking trail, my 
family and I have enjoyed it 
immensely. 

I would like to encourage 
users to keep it free from 
rubbish. 

When I go for a walk with 
my five-year-old grandson, we 
pick up at least one carrier 
bag full of rubbish, with 
plenty left to be picked up. 

My grandson calls himself 
the “clean earth boy,” and gets 
mad when he sees rubbish. 
We have to teach our young 
people by example.

Sue Alder    
Roy

Let’s keep walking 
and biking trails clean

I don’t understand the 
fascination for pit bulls 
that younger people have 
these days. It seems like a 
trendy fad and in order to 
be cool you have to own a pit 
bull. Owners say they are 
wonderful, loving dogs.  Why 
is it that every time we read 
about a serious dog attack, it 
always involves pit bulls?  

Stick by your guns, 
Morgan County. You have 
my support (“Oct. 9, “Man 
fights Morgan rule outlawing 
pit bulls”). Hopefully every 
county in the state will follow 
your lead. It’s about time!

Stephen Wilhelmsen
Layton

Pit bulls involved in 
many serious attacks

As an extensive traveler, 
I am always amazed when 
I hit the interstate from 
any of the Utah borders. 
Immediately the views of 
the scenery are blocked by 
billboards.  

In 1965, the Highway 
Beautification Act was 
passed by Congress. 
Lady Bird Johnson, First 
Lady of the White House, 
and an environmentalist 
were instrumental in the 
implementation of this bill. 
The bill’s purpose was to 
control outdoor advertising. 
It included the removal 
of certain types of signs 
along the nation’s interstate 
highway system. 

Doug Snarr, an Utahn 
and an owner of outdoor 
advertisement business, 
was a proponent of this 
bill and testified before 
Congress in support of this 
bill. 

Lady Bird and Mr. Snarr 
believed that the landscape 
of America was being 
desecrated by outdoor 
advertising. I wonder what 
they would be thinking now 
if they were to view the 
advertisements on today’s 
billboards?

A few states took action 
to comply with the bill 
and removed billboards 

from their portion of 
the interstate. However, 
other states were lobbied 
by outdoor advertisers 
compelling governors and 
legislatures not to comply 
with the law.  Utah was 
one such state. Little or no 
changes were made in Utah. 
The federal government 
did not appropriate funding 
enforcing the law. 

The states were to be 
the enforcers of the law.  
Needless to say, Utah has 
never enforced the law and 
billboards continue to dot 
the landscape.

In this age of computers, 
iPads, OnStar, instant 
messaging and navigation 
systems, hasn’t the time 
for the use of billboards 
became passe’? Interstates 
are clearly marked for 
gasoline stations, motels, 
hospitals, and food 
establishments. Billboards 
do not serve a purpose. 
Their content shouldn’t be 
the issue, but the fact that 
the billboards are still in 
existence should be the 
main concern! 

Let’s focus on the 
big picture and limit 
advertising to what is great 
in our state!

Lorraine Vernon
Perry  

Outdoor advertising ruins view of landscape

The signature piece of 
Cain’s political cam-
paign — the 9-9-9 tax 
plan — is a disaster.


